Exegesis of Daniel's Interpretation of the King's
Dream (Daniel 2:24-49)

1) Historical & Literary Context

Setting: Babylon, 6th century BCE, during Judah’s exile after Babylon’s conquest (605-586 BCE). Key
figures: King Nebuchadnezzar Il (the dreamer) and Daniel (the interpreter). Purpose: To reveal the rise
and fall of human empires and the ultimate triumph of God'’s kingdom. Genre: Apocalyptic narrative with
symbolic visions and divine revelations about history and the end times.

2) Structure of the Passage

vv.24-30: Daniel gives glory to God, not himself, for the dream’s revelation. vv.31-35: The dream itself:
a great statue with layers of metals struck by a stone “not cut by human hands.” vv.36-45:
Interpretation: four kingdoms rise, then God’s eternal kingdom crushes them all. vww.46-49: King honors
Daniel and promotes him, while Daniel gives glory to God.

3) The Dream: Key Symbols

The Statue: - Head of gold: Babylon. - Chest/arms of silver: Medo-Persian empire. - Belly/thighs of
bronze: Greece. - Legs of iron; feet of iron/clay: Rome. - Stone cut without hands: God'’s kingdom,
divine in origin, eternal in scope.

4) Daniel’s Interpretation (vv.36—45)

a) Divine Source of Wisdom: Human wisdom fails; only God reveals mysteries. b) Kingdoms of This
World: Empires rise and fall under God’s control; division and instability appear in the feet. c) God's
Kingdom: Eternal, indestructible, and not human-made.

5) Theological Themes

a) Sovereignty of God: He controls history, kings, and empires. b) Futility of Human Power: No human
empire lasts forever. c) Christological Reading: Stone = Christ’s kingdom inaugurated and
consummated. d) Wisdom & Faithfulness: Daniel models courage, humility, and trust.

6) Intertextual Connections

Isaiah 40-48: God alone directs history. Psalm 2: Nations rage, but God rules. Revelation 11:15: The
kingdoms of this world become Christ’s kingdom.

7) Practical Implications



For Israel in Exile: Encouragement during Babylon’s dominance. For Christians: Hope in Christ’s
eternal kingdom amid instability. For Today: Trust God's sovereignty, avoid idolizing political powers,
live as faithful witnesses.

8) Summary

History moves under divine control toward God’s unshakable kingdom. Empires rise and fall, but God'’s
kingdom destroys all rivals and fills the earth. The dream calls believers to trust God’s sovereignty,
resist fear, and look toward Christ’s eternal reign.



